
 
 

TODAY… 

ORIGIN OF THE “DAN” SYSTEM 
 

The “dan” system in the traditional and cultural japanese world was creating in 

1677 by Honinbo Taisaku (1645-1702), a master of “shogi” (a form of traditional chess). In 

shogi a 9th Dan equals to Meijin (master), 8th Dan to Han Meijin (SEMI master) and 7th Dan 

to Uwate (techniques expert). The Dan system was inserted in martial arts in 1883, when 

Tomita Sunejiro ans Saigo Shiro was awarded with Sgodan (first Dan) in Judo Kodokan dojo. 

On the other hand the Kyu system (under Dan) was inserted in 1885 by the Keishicho, 

警視庁, the Tokyo Police Office. In 1917 march Dai Nippon Butoku Kai implanted the Dan 

system (1st to 10th) on the Kodokan rank system and then all Budo schools took it. After this 

Butokukai develop the other rank system I am sure you know (renshi, kyoshi, hanshi,…) and 

in Europe, and color belt system, the schools begin to use the Kawaishi Judo master system. 



 

AND ALSO… 

SAKIYAMA SOGEN, KARATE & BUDDHISM 

 

Link in SPANISH- From page 58. 
http://issuu.com/budoweb/docs/revista_artes_marciales_cinturon_ne_00c7cd564e85b7
/c/slpxexb 
 
Link in ENGLISH- From page 62. 
http://issuu.com/budoweb/docs/martial_arts_magazine_budo_internat_0857de020df8e
6/c/slpxe41 
 
Link in GERMAN- From page 60. 
http://issuu.com/budoweb/docs/kampfkunst_budo_international_281-_/c/slpx2uw 
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